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RE PROGRESSION 

 

Understanding Christianity Resources 

By the end of Reception By the end of KS1 By the end of KS2 
The word God is 
a name. 
• Christians believe 
God is Creator of 
the universe. 
• Christians believe 
God made our 
wonderful world and 
so we should look 
after it. 

Pupils will know that: 
• Christians believe in God, and 
that they find out about God 
in the Bible. 
• Christians believe God is 
loving, kind, fair and also Lord 
and King; and there are some 
stories that show this. 
• Christians worship God 
and try to live in ways that 
please him.  

• Christians believe God is 
Trinity: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit (see Incarnation). 
• Jesus the Son is seen by 
Christians as revealing what 
God the Father is like. They 
believe he promises to stay 
with them and Bible stories 
show how God keeps his 
promises. 
• Christians find that 
understanding God is 
challenging; people spend 
their whole lives learning more 
and more about God. 
• Christians really want to try 
to understand God better 
and so try to describe God 
using symbols, similes and 
metaphors, in song, story, 
poems and art. 
Christians believe God is omnipotent, 
omniscient and eternal, and that this 
means 
God is worth worshipping. 
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• Christians believe God is both holy and 
loving, and Christians have to balance 
ideas 
of God being angered by sin and injustice 
(see Fall) but also being loving, forgiving, 
and full of grace. 
• Christians believe God loves people so 
much 
that Jesus was born, lived, was crucified 
and 
rose again to show God’s love. 
• Christians do not all agree about what 
God 
is like, but try to follow his path, as they 
see 
it in the Bible or through Church teaching. 
• Christians believe getting to know God is 
like getting to know a person rather than 
learning information. 
 

 
Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus Resource 
 

Children in EYFS should encounter 
religious and non-religious worldviews 
through special people, books, times, 
places and objects and by visiting places 
of worship. They should listen to and talk 
about stories. Children can be introduced 
to subject-specific words and use all their 
senses to explore beliefs, practices and 

identify core beliefs and concepts 
studied and give a simple description 
of what they mean 
• give examples of how stories show 
what people believe (e.g. the meaning 
behind a festival) 
• give clear, simple accounts of what 
stories and other texts mean to 
believers  

• identify and describe the core beliefs 
and concepts studied 
• make clear links between texts/ 
sources of authority and the core 
concepts studied 
• offer informed suggestions about what 
texts/sources of authority can mean 
and give examples of what these 
sources mean to believers 
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forms of expression. They ask questions 
and reflect on their own feelings 
and experiences. They use their 
imagination and curiosity to develop their 
appreciation of, and wonder at, the world 
in which they live. 

 
• give examples of how people use 
stories, texts and teachings to guide 
their beliefs and actions 
• give examples of ways in which 
believers put their beliefs into practice 
 
• think, talk and ask questions about 
whether the ideas they have been 
studying, have something to say 
to them 
• give a good reason for the views they 
have and the connections they make 

 
• make simple links between stories, 
teachings and concepts studied and 
how people live, individually and in 
communities 
• describe how people show their beliefs 
in how they worship and in the way 
they live 
• identify some differences in how 
people put their beliefs into practice 
 
• make links between some of the 
beliefs and practices studied and life 
in the world today, expressing some 
ideas of their own clearly 
• raise important questions and suggest 
answers about how far the beliefs 
and practices studied might make a 
difference to how pupils think and live 
• give good reasons for the views they 
have and the connections they make 
 
• identify and explain the core beliefs 
and concepts studied, using examples 
from texts/sources of authority 
in religions 
• describe examples of ways in which 
people use texts/sources of authority 
to make sense of core beliefs 
and concepts 
• give meanings for texts/sources of 
authority studied, comparing these 
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ideas with some ways in which 
believers interpret texts/sources 
of authority 
 
• make clear connections between 
what people believe and how they live, 
individually and in communities 
• using evidence and examples, show 
how and why people put their beliefs 
into practice in different ways, e.g. in 
different communities, denominations 
or cultures 
 
• make connections between the beliefs 
and practices studied, evaluating and 
explaining their importance to different 
people (e.g. believers and atheists) 
• reflect on and articulate lessons 
people might gain from the beliefs/ 
practices studied, including their own 
responses, recognising that others 
may think differently 
• consider and weigh up how ideas 
studied in this unit relate to their own 
experiences and experiences of the 
world today, developing insights of 
their own and giving good reasons 
for the views they have and the 
connections they make 

 


