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Design Technology Vocabulary 
 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Developing planning 
and communicating 
ideas 

appearance, 
artefact 
brittle, design, 
design brief, design 
process, 
equipment, 
evaluation ,flexible, 
fold , ingredient, 
ingredient list, 
investigation , 
opaque, paper, 
part list, pictogram 
,plan ,planning 
,recipe, ,rigid, 
shape, stable, taste 
test, template, 
three-dimensional, 

annotated diagram 
, chart 
disassembly, 
dismantle, final 
design, function, 
landscape, model, 
net, pattern, 
portrait, research, 
sketch, style, 
technology, 
texture, work plan 

design proposal, 
drawing tools, 
engineering, 
graphs, grid, mark 
out, mind map 
mobile, modify, 
parts drawing, 
primary source, 
product analysis, 
risk assessment, 
secondary source, 
synthetic 

components list, 
cross section, 
customer survey, 
mock up, 
performance, 
perspective 
drawing, section 
drawing, 
questionnaire, 
tessellations 

aesthetics , 
enlarged view, 
graphics, market 
research, 
proportion, 
prototype, 
specification, 
system, working 
drawing 

ergonomics, 
exploded drawing, 
malleable, 
orthographic, 
sequential diagram 



translucent, 
transparent, two-
dimensional 
 

Materials and 
components 

axle, battery, 
chassis, clay, 
dowel, foil , glue, 
lollipop sticks , 
metal, paper clip, 
plastic plasticine, 
play dough, spring, 
sugar wheel, wire, 
wood ,wool 

artstraws, cotton , 
gear, gear train, 
laminate, magnet, 
masking tape, 
mouldable 
material, propeller, 
pva, shaft, silk, 
spacer, textile 

aluminium, battery 
snaps, beam, binca, 
brass, dye, fat 

bolt, bulb, bulb 
holder buzzer, 
circuit, drive belt , 
hinge, parallel 
circuit, pressure 
pad, resistor, 
switch, terminal 
block 

adhesive, acrylic, 
fibres, hardwood, 
nail, nut, pulley, 
reclaimed 
materials, rust, 
sandpaper, screw, 
soft wood, winch 

abrasive, balsa, 
calico, cam, cog, 
correx, emery 
cloth, kilojoule 

Tools, equipment 
and process 

apron, basin, can 
opener, chopping 
board, electricity, 
bake, beat, boil, 
grill, set, glue gun, 
goggles, grater, 
healthy eating, 
knives, machine, 
measuring jug, 
mixing bowl, 

decoration, 
dishcloth, drill, 
energy, hammer, 
hole punch, 
insulation, joint, 
mechanism, pins 

baking sheet, 
computer control, 
control, cutting 
mat, knead, dice, 
glaze, simmer, 
gearing, hygienic, 
input, ladle, 
layering, measuring 
spoons, needle, 
output, pallet knife 

batik, bench hook, 
bench vice, 
conductor, 
crocodile clip, 
current, 
framework,  
insulator, junior 
hacksaw, motor, 
pincers, resistance, 

bradawl, cladding, 
crank, effort, force, 
friction, fulcrum, g 
clamp, jig , lever, 
linkage, load, pivot 

applique, file, 
hydraulics, mould, 
oscillate, 
pneumatics 



motion, pan, pastry 
cutter 

sensor, series 
circuit 

 


